DISTRIKSMUNISIPALIT!
DISTRICT MUNICIPAL T

ILM Mayor Cllir Myeza, CoGTA MEC Rev
Buthelezi and Minister of CoGTA Mr Hlabisa

e

Amakhosi also formed part of the proceedings

Inside this issue:

Minister Hlabisa hosts Ser-
vice Delivery Discussions

UThukela warns against 2
illegal connections

UThukela leads joint com- 3
munity awareness

\

UThukela accelerates water 4
delivery in Fitty Park
Mayor introduces water 5
contractor in Loskop
UThukela working together 6

with Macanda community

Inkosi Shabalala with Councillors welcoming water
tankers at Ladysmith Water Works

discussion focusing on

UMKHANDLU WESIFUNEC:‘/r\
TV

Volume: 8, Issue: 31

Official Newsletter of the UThukela District Municipality

EZOTHUKELA NEWS

Keeping you informed, all the times!

Quarter: 1, Jul - Sep 2026

MINISTER HLABISA HOSTS SERVICE DEILVERY AND GOVERNANCE ROUNDTABLE TO UNLOCK BOTTLENECKS

inister of Cooperative

Governance and
Traditional Affairs
(CoGTA), Mr Velen-

kosini Hlabisa, led the uThukela Service
Delivery and Governance Roundtable
in Dongala Boutique, Ladysmith. The
Minister was joined by KZN CoGTA
MEC Rev. Thulasizwe Buthelezi includ-
ing local leadership, business fraterni-
ty, and social partners to address mu-
nicipal performance and service deliv-

\‘ ery across the district.

This was the continuation of the work
that was started by Minister Hlabisa to
address many challenges in the district
including water provision challenges.
He therefore came to listen to the
proposed solutions and also weigh in
on how best these challenges can be
resolved. Since August 2024 the Minis-
ter has been here, specifically, at
Ekuvukeni to ensure that the basic
human rights, which are water and
sanitation, are being taken care of.

He was also here to harness practical
insights from the business sector to
shape a modern, fit-for-purpose local
government system. A high-level panel

“Enhancing

Basic Service Provision for Business-
es to Thrive: Experiences and Les-
sons” was set up. It brought togeth-
er representatives from govern-
ment, business, development insti-
tutions and civil society. The panel
discussed the critical role of reliable
basic services in supporting eco-
nomic growth and creating an ena-
bling environment for businesses.

The discussion highlighted that the
effective and sustainable provision
of essential services such as water,
sanitation, electricity, roads and
other critical infrastructure. This is
fundamental to attracting invest-
ment, supporting existing business-
es and stimulating local economic
development. Small and emerging
businesses are particularly vulnera-
ble to unreliable services, as disrup-
tions to water, electricity and road
infrastructure  can  significantly
increase operating costs and affect
their ability to remain sustainable.

Water
emerged as one of the most critical

provision challenges
concerns during the discussion.
Panelists highlighted both the relia-
bility of water supply and water

quality as important factors influencing
business operations.

This reinforces the need for municipalities
to prioritise investment in water infra-
structure, preventative maintenance and
sustainable water-resource management.
Municipal billing was also identified as an
area requiring attention. Accurate, trans-
parent and efficient billing systems are
therefore essential for strengthening
confidence. It was said that none revenue
water is a complex matter which must be
dealt with. One cannot beat the none

revenue water if the assets are unknown.

Minister Hlabisa reflected on the need to
reposition municipalities as economic
enablers through a differentiated funding
regime, overseen by a competent and
accountable leadership. "Communities
expect tangible improvements, not prom-
ises," said Minister Hlabisa. He then an-
nounced the Steering Committee to re-
store reliable water supply across in the
district. The Committee will coordinate
implementation, monitor progress and
manage risk, and will set up a recovery
tracker to monitor infrastructure projects.
maintenance and complaint resolution.

UTHUKELA DISTRICT RECEIVES WATER TANKERS TO PROVIDER WATER RELIEF

o many residents of UThuke-

la District, challenges of

water shortages are set to
become a thing of the past. This after
UThukela District Municipality re-
ceived about 15 water tankers from
Umgeni-UThukela Water under the
auspices of Section 63 Intervention.
This intervention was welcomed by
the UThukela District Mayor, Inkosi
NB Shabalala at the Ladysmith Water
Treatment Plant.

This initiative offers financial relief to
the municipality, as the water tank-
ers are provided free of charge and
come with drivers. UThukela District
then added driver’s assistants for
each truck, and drivers will also be
provided with maps to guide them
through their trips until they familiar-

ise themselves with the area. Each
tanker has a capacity of 18,000
litres and is expected to provide
much needed relief to communi-
ties experiencing intermittent
water supply due to ongoing chal-

lenges in the district.

The water tankers complement
ongoing efforts by the municipality
to address water related issues in
the district. All areas, urban and
rural, were allocated with a water
tanker that will distribute water
from all water treatment plants. In
his remarks, Inkosi Shabalala said
that they are grateful to Umgeni-
UThukela Water for their great
efforts.

He said that they had requested
Umgeni-UThukela Water as water

agency that was allocated to UThukela
by the Department of Water and Sani-
tation. “Amongst the interventions
that will be implemented by Umgeni-
UThukela Water, these water tankers
form part of it. They are going to be
distributing water in the whole district
of UThukela”, the Mayor explained.
Each tanker is scheduled to run about
190km per day, seven days a week.

The Mayor also hoped that with this
intervention, all the challenges that
the municipality has been facing, will
be the thing of past from now on-
wards. These water tankers are an
interim measure aimed at providing
relief to communities while long-term
and medium-term interventions are
being implemented by the di}.trict
municipality.
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he UThukela District Municipali-
ty is actively cracking down on

account defaulters and resi-
dents, businesses and government agencies
who tamper with water meters. The municipali-
ty would like to issue a stern warning to all resi-
dents that bypassing meters, breaking municipal
seals, or making illegal reconnections after a
credit control disconnection are strictly prohibit-

ed criminal offences.

Any defaulter who resort to these methods will
face immediate disconnections, heavy financial
penalties, and criminal prosecution. There has
been one recent instance where the Depart-
ment of Education was caught bypassing our
water meter. The department defaulted on their
account, and a "trickle feed" restrictor was
placed on the line.

However, the municipal officials revisited the
property and only to find that the consumer had
illegally removed device, and bypassed the

Thukela District Municipality re-
cently held a community engage-
ment with residents of Vumbu and

surrounding areas in Ward 20 of Inkosi Lan-
galibalele Local Municipality. The main purpose
of this engagement was to provide an update
on ongoing interventions aimed at improving
water supply in the area.

The meeting, held at Vumbu Primary School,
was attended by community members, tradi-

tional lead-
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Vilakazi,
municipal
officials, and
Ward Coun-
= cillor Clir
Mlele. Dur-
ing the
engage-
ment, resi-

dents

sought clarity on the progress of the borehole
production project that commenced last year
and questioned why the work had stalled.

Responding to the concerns, municipal official
PMU Manager, Mr Sanele Zikalala explained
that the project experienced delays due to
Eskom power connection challenges, which
prevented the service provider from continuing

supply line. In terms of Section 102 of the
Local Government: Municipal Systems Act,
2000, the UThukela District Municipality is
entitled to consolidate all outstanding
amounts owed by the Department of
Education to the municipality and to dis-
connect or restrict the provision of any or
all services for non-payment.

The municipality acknowledges the im-
portance of service delivery by the depart-
ment and its schools. However, illegal
activities cannot be tolerated in any given
circumstances  thereof.  Unauthorised
connections and tampering with municipal
infrastructure compromise public safety,
disrupt essential services, reduce water
pressure and result in significant revenue
loss, ultimately affecting service delivery

to law-abiding citizens.

All customers are legally responsible for
preventing unauthorized access to their

with the installations. Additional delays
were caused by administra-

UThukela Warns Against lllegal Connections and Tempering With Meters

meters. Attempting to fix a faulty meter
yourself or hiring a private plumber to
alter it, constitutes illegal tampering be-
cause the meter remains municipal prop-
erty. If a customer suspect they are being
billed incorrectly, they must log an official
query, record photo evidence with clear
dates, and wait for authorized personnel
rather than modifying the connection.

holes, the installation of water storage tanks,
and the 250,000-litre steel water tank.

tive processes, paperwork

and payments.

Mr Zikalala assured the com-
munity that the municipality
has introduced alternative
measures to ensure residents 3
receive water without [
waiting for the Eskom con-
nection. “We will utilise gen-
erators to power the bore-
holes awaiting the

permanent electricity supply.

while

Water tanks will be installed

from 20 July 2026, to enable the commu-
nity to start receiving water. The bore-
hole system is expected to be fully opera-
tional at the beginning of August 2026,”
he said.

He further confirmed that a service pro-
vider has been appointed to relocate and
elevate the steel water tank as part of the
project. Once completed, the upgraded
infrastructure will improve water storage
capacity and enhance the reliability of
water supply to the community. The
municipality also confirmed that the
project includes three production bore-

Vumbu community attending the event

Al this is
aimed at
strengthen-
ing
security for

water

Vumbu and
| surround-

| ing commu-
nities.
Residents
were  as-
sured that
the munici-
pality will closely monitor the implementa-
tion of the remaining work to ensure the
project is completed within the planned
timeframe. UThukela District Municipality
remains committed to accelerating water
infrastructure projects and providing sustain-
able access to clean drinking water for all
communities.
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UTHUKELA MAYOR BREAKS GROUND ON NEW TOILETS IN MCITSHENI

Thukela District Munic-
ipality, under the lead-
ership of District Mayor
N.B. Shabalala,
conducted the sod-turning ceremo-

Inkosi

ny for the construction of ventilated
improved pit latrines (VIP toilets) in
Mcitsheni, Ward 7 of Alfred Duma
Local Municipality. The project
follows a direct appeal from elderly
approached the
Office of the Mayor seeking assis-

residents who

tance with adequate sanitation.

The elderly women explained that
while their community has access to
water, they were still without prop-
er household toilets. Responding to
the concerns raised by the elderly
residents, uThukela District Munici-
pality has committed to ensuring
that toilets are constructed in the

UTHUKELA LEADS JOINT COMMUNITY AWARENESS ON

ward, with a special allocation of
these toilets to the elderly women
who approached the Mayor’s Office.

The remaining toilets will be distrib-
uted to other households in the
community according to identified
needs. Speaking during the sod-
turning, Mayor Shabalala
emphasised that the municipality

Inkosi

had listened to the concerns of the
community and was determined to
respond with practical service deliv-
ery.

this is not the first sanitation inter-
vention undertaken in the ward.
Last year, uThukela District Munici-
pality provided 100 toilets to the
demonstrating the

continued commit-

same ward,
municipality’s
ment to improving sanitation and

restoring dignity to residents.

ii P ESIFUNDA

Importantly, the project will also
contribute to local economic opportu-
nities. Rather than relying on machin-
ery for the construction work, the

toilets will be constructed manually, |-

creating employment opportunities

for 10 local people for the duration of EUCVCIEUELEEEELLEELT]
) . . the audience

the project. Construction is expected

to take approximately two months.

The municipality remains com-
mitted to working with communi- 3
ties to identify and address service-
delivery challenges, particularly §
those affecting vulnerable residents
such as elderly people. The
Mcitsheni project is a practical

demonstration that when residents

Community members who attended the event

raise legitimate concerns, govern-
ment must listen, respond and deliver.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

he UThukela District Mu-
nicipality, led by Mayor
NB Shabalala, to-
gether with its local municipalities,
South African Police Service (SAPS)
and government stakeholders, held

Inkosi

a joint community awareness pro-
grammes on illegal immigration at
Ezakheni in Alfred Duma Municipali-
ty, Khethani in Okhahlamba and
Wembezi in Inkosi Langalibalele over
a period of three days. This initiative
followed calls for action from civic
organisations against undocumented
immigrants. It also sought to edu-
cate communities on immigration
laws, strengthen enforcement of
municipal by-laws, and promote
cooperation between government,
law enforcement and residents.

Addressing the community, Alfred
Duma Municipality Mayor Cllr Zama
Sibisi said all enforcement must take
place within the confines of the law.
He reaffirmed the municipality’s
commitment to enforcing by-laws,
conducting regular business inspec-
tions with the SAPS, and ensuring all
traders possess valid permits. He
also urged residents to report un-
lawful business activities and high-
lighted municipal programmes sup-

porting local economic develop-
ment.

Okhahlamba Local Municipality
Mayor, Clir Vika Mlotshwa did not
mince his words when he made it
clear that the community don’t
want any illegal immigrants in their
places of residence. “Only those
with correct papers are welcomed.
We have conducted a campaign
against illegal migrants in the past
and we found that most of these
people are in the country illegally.
And they will always say they are
still waiting for their documents to
be processed by the department of
Home Affairs. It cannot be like that
forever”, said Mayor Mlotshwa.

Inkosi Langalibalele Local Munici-
pality Mayor, Cllr Mduduzi Myeza
called for a unified approach to by-
laws enforcement across the dis-
trict, stressing that all businesses
must comply with legal require-
ments. “The issue of illegal foreign
nationals in our country is troubling
us all. This calls for a united front
against this issue. Ours is to listen
to your voice as what needs to be
done to address this urgent matter
but we must also do it within the
framework of the law. We need

not take the law in our own hands,”
said Mayor Myeza.

AVE 2
WATER

TODAY FOR A BETTER
TOMORROW!

There are circulating reports alleging
that one Malawian man killed a woman
because of their disagreement related
to their relationship. A Pakistani na-
tional is also alleged to have raped a
child in Wembezi. There is also a case
of a landlord who chased away an
illegal
renting out his house. Mayor Myeza
committed that his municipality will

Pakistani migrant who was

deliver the stock to the a homeowner
to enable him to start his own busi-
ness.

Mayor Shabalala encouraged residents
to formally report any allegations of
misconduct or criminality to the rele-
vant authorities, emphasizing that
government can only act effectively
when incidents are officially reported.

Inkosi Shabalala speaking
during the programme

He also assured residents that they are
welcome to report any challeng-
es affecting their communities
directly to his office, where
every matter raised will be dili- |
gently followed up. The Premier
said inspections at workplaces
and businesses across the prov-
ince will be intensified to identi-
fy employers contravening im-
migration and labour laws.
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UTHUKELA DISTRICT CELEBRATES WOMEN AND 70 YEARS OF COURAGE, RESILIENCE AND EMPOWERMENT

I ]Thukela District Municipality
successfully hosted its Wom-

en’s Day Commemoration 2026

A

at the Municipal Boardroom,
bringing together municipal lead-
ership, employees, Councillors
and inspiring guest speakers. The
purpose was to celebrate the
achievements, resilience and
invaluable contributions of wom-

en in building stronger families

Mama Ndlunkulu with Manager Municipal Health
Services: Gugu Mazibuko

and communities.

This meaningful gathering provid-

ed a platform for reflection, empow-
erment and inspiration, with speak-
ers sharing powerful messages cen-
health,
dence, personal wellbeing and wom-
en empowerment. The programme

tred around hope, confi-

commenced with a warm welcome
by the General Manager: Social Ser-

vices, Mrs LP Motaung, who set the
tone for a day of meaningful engage-
ment and celebration.

This was followed by remarks on
behalf of the Municipal Manager,
delivered by Ms GPP Mazibuko, who
described women as individuals of
substance, strength and resilience.
She reminded women of the im-
portance of supporting one another
and recognizing their own capabili-
ties. “We are clothed in strength and
dignity. As women, we face challeng-
es almost every day, but through
prayer we overcome them. Let us go
back to God, support each other as
women and know our capabilities,”
Ms Mazibuko said.

A powerful message of encourage-
ment was also delivered by Mama
Ndlunkulu, Clir SV Shabalala, who

reminded women of their importance, influ-
ence and ability to shape their own futures.
She emphasized that women possess the
power to build, create and bring their visions
to life, and therefore must know themselves
and clearly understand what they want to
achieve. “There is nothing that can defeat you
when your mind is focused on what you want
to achieve. Everything begins in the mind”,
she alluded.

Mama Ndlunkulu further highlighted the
significant role played by women within fami-
lies, describing women as the “neck that
supports the head of the family.” She encour-
aged women to remain prayerful, believe in
themselves and recognize that they are con-
querors.

Women were also urged to confidently pur-
sue leadership positions and opportunities
wherever they may be found. “Wherever you
are, fight for that position,” she said.

UThukela District Accelerates Water Delivery With Fitty Park Phase 2 Project

hukela District Municipality has
reached another significant
milestone in its ongoing efforts

to improve access to reliable water
services, with the successful completion
of Phase 1 of the Fitty Park Water Sup-
ply Project. District Mayor Inkosi NB
Shabalala, officially handed over the
Fitty Park Water Supply Project, during
a sod-turning ceremony held in Ward

g | 28 of Alfred Duma Local Municipality.

Mayor unveiled the plaque to officially handover the
scheme to the community

The ceremony was attended by the
District Speaker Clir TY Nqubuka, Mu-
nicipal

Manager Mr LS lili, Senior

A sod-turning ceremony marks the start of Phase 2 Water
Scheme in Fitty Park

UThukela District employees, local
councillors, izinduna and members
of the community, marking anoth-
| er significant step towards improv-
| ing access to reliable water for
residents in the area. Inkosi Sha-
balala said the municipality had

#| visited the area several times to

| understand why residents were

| still struggling to access water

despite the presence of existing
water infrastructure.

“The pipes were already there, but
there were still challenges in getting
water to the people. Water had previ-

ously been drawn from the Sahlumbe

area, but there were challenges
with the pumps, which meant that
water could not reach other com-
munities as intended,” said Mayor
Shabalala. The municipality subse-
quently deployed its technical
teams to investigate alternative
water sources. Drilling was under-
taken at various locations, eventu-
ally identifying a suitable site with
sufficient groundwater to support
approximately five wards in the
area

The project will benefit approxi-
mately 6,575 households and cre-
ate over 40 job opportunities. The
project included the construction
of approximately 120 kilometres of
bulk and reticulation pipelines,
ranging from 25mm to 250mm in
diameter, as well as a 365ke steel
reservoir and associated infrastruc-
ture. The completed project has
benefited approximately 6,575
households and created 47 job
opportunities during its implemen-
tation.

Building on the achievements of
Phase 1, the District Municipality
has introduced ILZ Consulting (Pty)

Ltd as the appointed service provider for
the implementation of Phase 2. This pro-
ject will be implemented over a period of
12 months and is expected to benefit
approximately 1,733 households, while
creating approximately 15 job opportuni-
ties during implementation.

Water infrastructure being addressed
through the project includes:
Ward 28: with 41 communal standpipes/
taps, and an additional 26 taps;

Ward 29: with 11 communal standpipes/
taps; Ward 30: with 28 communal stand-
pipes/taps and Ward 31: with 11 commu-
nal standpipes/ taps.

Mayor Shabalala said the municipality
expected the taps to provide water to
communities and urged residents to re-
port any interruptions immediately. “If
there is no water, that matter must be
attended to immediately. We cannot have
infrastructure in place but communities
continue to struggle to access water,” said
Mayor Shabalala.

The Mayor also raised concern over inci-
dents of vandalism, including taps being
removed or stolen. He called on communi-
ties to take ownership of the infrastruc-
ture and protect the water facilities deliv-
ered to them.
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UTHUKELA LEARNER

he UThukela District Commis-
Major General Gonya

with the UThukela
District Mayor, Inkosi NB Shabalala con-
gratulated Awande Cebekhulu during the

sioner,
together

ceremony to officially announce him as
the Junior Provincial Commander of Kwa-
Zulu Natal. The ceremony was held in the
SAPS Ladysmith Boardroom on Monday,
August 31. This is a youth leadership pro-
gramme initiated by SAPS. It sought to
give the skills in public speaking and
mould the youth to become leaders.

Awande, a 15-year-old learner from Dra-
kensberg Secondary School in Estcourt,
represented the uThukela District with
aplomb when he tackled violence facing
learners and the youth in general during
the finals held in University of KwaZulu
Natal, Westville Campas. His awareness of
the primary causes of bullying at schools,

Thukela District Munici-
pality has taken another
significant step towards
addressing water chal-
lenges in Wards 2, 3 and 4 of Inkosi
Langalibalele Local Municipality, with
the official introduction of a contractor
for the expansion and completion of
the Loskop Water Treatment Works.
The engagement, held at the Loskop
Water Treatment Works, formed part
of the municipality’s ongoing commit-
ment to improving water infrastructure
and ensuring sustainable access to
clean and reliable water for communi-
ties.

During the event, UThukela District
Mayor, Inkosi NB Shabalala, was ac-
companied by Inkosi Langalibalele
Local Municipality Mayor, Clir Myeza;
UThukela District Deputy Mayor, Clir
MC Mkhize; Speaker, Clir TY Nqubuka;
Inkosi Langalibalele Local Municipality
Speaker, Clir Khumalo; Inkosi Mazibu-

ko; Councillors and Administration
officials. Their collective presence
demonstrated strong collaboration

between political leadership, tradition-
al leadership in advancing service deliv-
ery and development for communities.

The Mayor of Inkosi Langalibalele Local

Municipality, Cllr Myeza, expressed

CROWNED JUNIOR PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER

the prevalence of dangerous weap-
ons and substance abuse, coupled
with proposed possible solutions,
some of them 4IR-inspired, left the
adjudicators with no option but to
score him the highest. He is also
expected to hold this title for a peri-
od of two years.

Congratulating the learner, Depart-
ment of Education District Director
Ms Poppy Mokoena said that this
was a clear indication of a bright
future for the youth of UThukela
District. She said just last week
they’ve launched a countdown to-
wards final matric exam. “We extend
our congratulations to our new Jun-
ior Provincial Commissioner for what
he has achieved. You have brought
honour to our district. The impact
you make on people will go a long

appreciation to UThukela District
Municipality for responding to the
community’s  longstanding  water
challenges. He acknowledged the
difficulties experienced by residents
as a result of water shortages, which
led to
community protests. Mayor Myeza

welcomed the intervention and ex-

had previously sometimes

pressed confidence that the project
would bring meaningful and lasting
change to the affected communities.

Deputy Mayor, Cllr MC Mkhize, also
conveyed his appreciation for the
continued work and contribution of
UThukela District Municipality to-
wards community development. He
the
made in serving communities over
the past five years and encouraged
continued collaboration in improving

also acknowledged progress

the lives of residents. Meanwhile,
Inkosi Mazibuko welcomed the inter-
vention by UThukela District Munici-
pality and expressed gratitude for the
commitment to bringing much-

needed services closer to the people.

Addressing the community, UThukela
District Mayor, Inkosi Shabalala em-
phasized that leadership carries a
responsibility to serve communities
and respond meaningfully to their

way towards ensuring that they are tak-
en care of”, she said.

Major General Gonya was equally de-
lighted with the success of Awande. He
said they were proud that he was there
to say with them that they were indeed |
proud for this young man for what he has |
done. “Pretty soon we are going to make
use of him to go around the Province to

mimick what the Provincial Commission- | J_™

Awande is flanked by Mayor Shabalala and General
Gonya during the award handover ceremony

er does. If we have young people like
him, we will stand up and count on
them”, Major General Gonya alluded.

The Mayor was so proud and impressed
by the learner’s courage and achieve-
ments. His words of encouragement
were that, in order to succeed in life one CUSTOMER CARE
must only think about good things. “You

NUMBER
have an obligation to make a difference TR SHONSPALTET
to yourself first, your family and your

0)[p
community”, said Inkosi Shabalala. me@ 17 .257

The public is hereby advise to make use of the above customer care
number which is available 2aH / 7 days per week, should they wish
to log any water or sewer related queries.
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UThukela District Municipality
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needs. He highlighted the importance
of servant leadership and ensuring that

government interventions
directly to the challenges faced by |-
communities. The Mayor acknowl-
edged the persistent water shortages
experienced by communities, including
Mgedandaba, and explained that the

existing water infrastructure has come [

under increasing pressure due to popu-
lation growth and increasing demand

UThukela District leadership at the event

for water services.

The project will see the expansion and
upgrading of the Loskop Water Treat-
ment Works, with approximately R23
million allocated towards the develop-{ &

A
ment of the infrastructure. The project [

is expected to take approximately eight
months to complete and will benefitf 2
more than 100 households. It is ex
pected to create seven job opportuni

ties for the local community. The ap-
pointed contractor, Maxode Contrac-
tors, is expected to commence con-
struction activities within the next two
weeks.

Mayor Shabalala further urged commu-
nity members to take ownership of
public infrastructure and refrain from
vandalizing municipal property, stress-
ing that infrastructure development
can only bring lasting benefits if it safe. 5




a handful of angry crowd of residents
from Tsakane, Steadville and Acaciavale.
Frustrated by intermittent water supply,
protesters demanded an immediate solu-
tion to the ongoing water shortages in
their areas of residence. On the list of
their complaints, they made it clear that
they want water restored now, and are
not prepared to wait for long-term plans.

Residents insisted that urgent action was
needed to address these challenges.
These communities faced with prolonged
water outages because of the ongoing
challenges that are currently being experi-
enced at Ezakheni
Works (WTW). Amongst these challenges
include failing pumping station as a result

solutions.

he  UThukela
Mayor,
balala recently addressed

silt built into the sumps and reservoirs
drop. Navigating this heated boardroom
meeting, Mayor Shabalala tried to de-
escalate tensions and provided actionable

The Mayor addressed the situation which
was fueled by frustration over leaks, aging
pipes, infrastructure vandalism, sewer spill-
ages and water rationing. “We are trying our
utmost best to ensure that every household
has access to clean water all the time. How-
ever, the current water situation at Ezakheni
water works is posing a serious challenge in
terms of providing reliable water supply to
communities. But we are working on resolv-
ing this matter once and for all”, said the

District

Inkosi NB Sha-

Mayor.

Water Treatment

Inkosi Shabalala went on to say that the
solution is to remove the silt from abstrac-
tion point now or build a new storage dam to
draw raw water from. There’s also a pro-
posed long term plan of constructing a water
treatment plant in Spioenkop which will be
bigger than the Ladysmith WTW. This will
allow for more water capacity to enable
huge water volume distribution. This will
complement the existing Ezakheni WTW
infrastructure and will provide more water
than what the current plant does.

At the plant, these communities were shown
how the process of water flow through the
system goes. They also witnessed the exca-
vation of silt from the abstraction point. In
the meantime, affected communities were
allocated water tankers to fill water in their

MAYOR PROMISES PROTESTORS THAT ONGOING WATER CHALLENGES WILL BE RES

ED

homes as a short term solution

Inkosi Shabalala calming down an angry crowd
who had stormed the municipal premises

Mayor and some of the protestors at Ezakheni WTW
to see things for themselves

\}
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Municipal Manager, Mr Jili addressing
the community

Some of the equipment donated by UThukela to assist
this community with required material
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UTHUKELA DISTRICT WORKING TOGETHER WITH MACANDA COMMUNITY TO PROTECT SPRINGS AND SUPPLY WATER

rovision of safe and adequate
water supply is among the
most top priority in communi-
ty welfare. As such,
drinking is fundamental to improving

safe

standards of living for people. UThukela
District Municipality, led by Municipal
Manager Mr Langelihle Jili and officials
in Ward 3 of
Okhahlamba municipality. This was to
fulfill the mandate of UThukela which is
to provide safe drinking water and hy-
gienic sanitation facilities.

visited Macanda area

that held at
Sokesimbone High School where Mr Jili

meeting was
addressed the community of their
being there. “We are here as per the
Mayor’s request to meet with you the
community of Macanda to discuss
issues related to water and service
delivery. We all know that there’s a
spring protection programme that was
undertaken by the UThukela District
Municipality to supply water to the

community. We are working to en-
sure the community is assisted by all
means to draw water from the
springs”, Mr lJili alluded. This area has
been struggling with water shortages
in recent years due to lack of access
and inadequate water facilities.

To sustain local livelihoods and pro-
vide essential water resources for
rural communities, it is crucial that
natural springs in this area are pro-
tected. Access to potable water re-
limited in the area. These

springs are thus the safety net that

mains

allows rural people to continue to live
and access water. The community has
identified springs right up in the
mountains and they have tried ways
and means to distribute water. The
same springs have abundant water
and can supply the whole area and
beyond.

This community was then assisted by
the municipality with the required

equipment. UThukela committed to
working together with the local commu-
nity in their quest to draw and supply
water in the area. The Municipal Manag-
er commended this community for taking
the initiative to improve their livelihoods.
He then assured them that the munici-
pality will ensure that this community
receives all the required resources neces-
sary to make it happen.

Speaking on behalf of the community, Mr
Mdluli appreciated the support and
assistance they received from the munic-
ipality. He also noted that the water
infrastructure in his area is ageing. He
pointed out that there’s an unused water
tank in the area that they deemed to be
of great use for the community. Mr lJili
then made a commitment to purchase
and supply more equipment for this
community to connect water right across
the length and breadth of the area.
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